Introduction
Since in recent times, certain sections of the cinema industry and popular press have traded upon public interest in mental illness, some psychiatrists have come to regard the interest as morbid and undesirable.
Mental disorder, however, is a subject which has fascinated man throughout history and this fact has not been without value to the development of psychiatry. Perhaps the best example of this is the intense public indignation which followed the disclosures made by Dorothea Lynde Dix in the 1850's which led to reform and improvement of psychiatric administration.
The effect of the movement of which Dorothea Dix was pioneer transcended her immediate humanitarian aims. For besides stimulating public interest in the welfare of the insane of her day, it provided the basis for the formation of the mental health and after care movements, whose subsequent contribution has become an accepted part of present-day psychiatry. A less obvious but equally important result of the "American Invader's" revelations Was that of opening the gates of the institutions behind which psychiatrists were working isolated, to some extent, from the normal population.
The late Adolf Meyer was one of the first to realise that an ^formed public could contribute much to the progress of psychiatry. He went out into the community, not only to learn more about the patient, but also to eradicate fears and prejudices that often prevented early treatment 
Films
The use of films in certain of the lectures were both successful and popular. All of them apart from "A Better Breed" and 'Heredity in Man" were obtained free of charge from the Scottish Information Office.
The film "Neuro-psychiatry" which was made for professional audiences presented some difficulty. Shots of E.C.T. being given were cut out as being unsuitable for a lay audience. The same may be said of a long drawn-out close up of an arm being punctured by a hypodermic needle, which we were unable to cut. Contrary to expectation this presented no difficulty. The Film "Heredity in Man" (Eugenics Society) helped the lecturer's able arguments but in parts it appeared rather uncritical and exposed to common sense objection. The co-operation of the Editors of local papers was readily obtained when details of the Course was sent to them, together with short articles which were published. We also were fortunate in being reproved by a local paper in an amusing article entitled : "Leave Your Mind Alone". Letters and advertisements in the press, announcing meetings, were also a valuable method of publicity.
Visits of Observation
About 30 of the students took advantage of the opportunity to visit the Crichton.
They came on consecutive Saturday afternoons and were met by the organiser who gave them a short talk about the history of the hospital and the way it worked.
Report on Session [1950] [1951] Before the Brains Trust which concluded the 'Course' a meeting of students was held to draw up a report on the 'Course'. They elected their own chairman and during this session none of the officials took any active part in the proceedings. The following is an extract from their answers to a questionnaire which they were asked to complete.
Did any factors peculiar to this class especially effect enrolment or attendance this year?
There were four such factors :
